
PM recently had an opportu-
nity to interview the new
president of the Internation-

al Federation of Podiatrists.

PM: What is the FIP?
Dr. Chelin: The FIP stands for

the Federation Internationale des
Podologues/ International Federa-
tion of Podiatrists and is the world
organization that promotes and
provides awareness of the podiatric
profession on international level
through its “four legs of the chair,”
as we refer to it—membership, cor-
porate partners, website/online ed-
ucation and the World Foot Health
Awareness Month program. When
requested, the FIP will advise and
assist those countries that need as-
sistance. Currently it consists of 22
organizations on five continents.
Collectively, our membership rep-
resents 70,000 podiatrists, who pro-
vide over 150 million episodes of
foot and ankle care a year.

When was the FIP established?
The FIP was established in 1947

in Spain, and its headquarters are
located in Paris, France. We also
have a North American office,
which is located in Pennsylvania.

What does the FIP do?
The FIP brings together the podi-

atric community to share and ex-
change ideas, to assist those countries
that request assistance with govern-
mental and educational issues. It ed-
ucates the public about podiatrists
and good foot and ankle care
through our World Foot Health

Awareness Program. It assists and par-
ticipates with Special Olympics Inter-
national in estab-
lishing training
programs for its
screenings. It
works with the
Pan American
Health Organiza-
tion (PAHO), an
arm of the World
Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) in es-
tablishing an inter-
national protocol
for risk manage-
ment of the dia-
betic population in
underdeveloped
countries. This lat-
ter project will fa-
cilitate the FIP’s membership into the
WHO.

How do APMA members become mem-
bers of the FIP?

All APMA members are automati-
cally members of the FIP. It is one of
the benefits of APMA membership. I
encourage all APMA members to go
to the FIP website www.fipnet.org
and sign up to have access to the
member section of the website.

Are there any benefits for APMA members?
Yes, there are a number of benefits

for members, most importantly, educa-
tion. The FIP has many online educa-
tional programs which we encourage
APMA members to view. We also offer
reduced subscription rates for the inter-
national journal The Foot. Our mem-
bers have the opportunity to submit
papers for publication. In fact, there
currently is a call for papers. By going
to www.fipnet.org, APMA members
can find out more information and/or

submit a paper.
We also have

the first ever Virtu-
al Exhibition Hall
where members
can view interna-
tional podiatric
suppliers by spend-
ing some time at
their virtual booths
and viewing their
products and ser-
vices.

Another key
feature is that only
FIP members will
have the opportu-
nity to present pa-
pers at the next

World Congress.

What were the accomplishments of
the World Congress recently held in
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demic leaders of our profession met
to discuss global podiatric educa-
tion issues. As a result of this year’s
Consensus Conference, an “Acade-
my of World Educators” was estab-
lished, with the goal to produce a

global model of podiatric medicine
and to establish world-based com-
petencies. Dentistry and optometry
have established similar protocols.

When and where will the next World
Congress take place?

The next World Congress will

Copenhagen?
Every three years, the FIP co-

hosts an international meeting that
brings together podiatrists from
around the world to present podi-
atric-related papers. Many new con-
cepts and theories are introduced
and discussion from a multination-
al perspective follows. It is also a
chance to create comradeship
among the profession and hook up
with old friends. This year’s meet-
ing took place in Denmark in the
lovely city of Copenhagen, which is
known for its history as well as
being a shopaholic’s paradise. Over
1000 participants gathered for this
three-day event. The three tracks of
educational seminars consisted of
over 100 lectures from lecturers
from over 30 countries. The FIP
provides simultaneous translation
where possible. This year’s program
received 33 1/3 CME credits.

A Consensus Conference was
also held in conjunction with the
2007 World Congress, where aca-

take place in 2010 in Amsterdam,
The Netherlands. We are currently
in the process of finalizing the
exact dates, and will be posting this
on our website—www.fipnet.org—
in the near future.

How can American podiatrists get in-
volved?

Those members, who would like
to participate in committees or in
future World Congresses should
contact the APMA and speak with
their delegate for the FIP (currently
Dr. Joseph Caporusso).

As the new President, what are your
goals for the organization?

Ultimately, my goals for the FIP
include expanding our membership,
increasing our corporate develop-
ment program, enhancing our web-
site and providing more services and
information for our members, and
maintaining fiscal responsibility.

To date, our membership in-
cludes 22 organizations on five con-
tinents. We continue to search
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very effective means for communi-
cating with our membership. We
now have a Director of Internal/Ex-
ternal Communication who will
focus on this initiative.

Last, but not least, in our efforts

to advance all of these goals, fiscal
responsibility must be maintained.

What comments or advice do you have
for APMA members?

First of all, I would like to thank
the APMA for all its support it has
given to the FIP over the years. We

countries where the profession exists
and encourage them to join the FIP,
and we are now getting countries
seeking us out for inclusion. We are
currently awaiting applications from
Singapore and Portugal. I will be
heading for South America this fall
to meet with podiatrists from five
Latin American countries who have
shown interest in joining the FIP.

We will also continue to grow
our corporate development pro-
gram with our corporate partners.
Non-dues income is the success of
any organization, and that is very
true with the FIP. Our corporate
partners have been very generous
in funding many of our educational
initiatives and together we will
continue to develop and fund a va-
riety of podiatry-related programs
and activities.

We will continue to grow our
website and expand our communi-
cations efforts. With the FIP striv-
ing to become a paperless organiza-
tion, the Internet has become a

have been fortunate to have one of
your outstanding past presidents,
Dr. Ronald Lepow, serve as a past
president of FIP. The FIP has bene-
fited from his extensive knowledge
and his love for the profession. We
are truly grateful for that. On a per-
sonal note, I would like to thank
APMA President Dr. Christian
Robertozzi and APMA Executive Di-
rector Dr. Glenn Gastwirth for their
support and encouragement.

Secondly, the globalization of the
podiatric profession is the key to world-
wide recognition. At this year’s House of
Delegates meet-
ing in Washing-
ton D.C., the
keynote speaker
alluded to the
fact that the po-
diatric profes-
sion has to get
on the same
page to receive
profes s iona l
parity. It is no
different glob-
ally. ■
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